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A fly, Hydrellia tritici Coq.,* captured by the author at Brown’s Bay, 
Auckland, on November 7, 1948, was found to possess a peculiar lobe¬ 
like appendage on each Aving. This abnormality Avas apparently re¬ 
sponsible for tlie sluggish and awkward movements that first caused 
the insect to be noticed. 

The purpose of this note is to place the discovery on record. 

H. tritici , redescribed by Tonnoir and Malloch (1926), is a small 
fiy 2 mm. long, recorded from South Island localities, but also com¬ 
mon in Auckland. The Browm’s Bay specimen has Avings in which 
the distal break in the costa, at the apex of the first longitudinal 
vein, is enlarged, and here a lobe-like structure arises. It branches 
off from the anterior margin of the Aving at an angle of approximately 
20°, is 0 8 mm. long and increases in Avidth from 0*15 mm. at the 
wing margin to 0-25 at the apex. The lobe consists of wing membrane 
surrounded by a A r ein similar to the costa It has a Aveaker mid-vein 
extending from near the base of the lobe to the apex and it is folded 
slightly along the line of this mid-vein Apart from the Avings, the 
Brown’s Bay specimen appears to be normal. The Aving of a normal 
H. tritici and that of the BroAvn’s Bay specimen are shown in Fig. 1. 

Tlie significance of the structure is not knOAvn, bat it appears to 
be an interesting mutant Professor R. B. Goldschmidt, Professor of 
Genetics, UnWersity of California, considered that the BroAVii s Bay 
Aving is comparable to the homoeotic mutant podoptera of Drosophila 
melanogaster (Goldschmidt, 1945), but stressed that this could be 
proA r ed only by a breeding test (in litt ). Although a search Avas made 
in the same area, further specimens AA^ere not found. It is probable 
that this mutant is very rare and further specimens might be obtained 
only if a controlled breeding programme from stock from the BroA\m’s 
Bay population Avas carried out. 

The fly is in the Diptera collection and the right Aving* in the 
microscope slide collection of the Plant Diseases Division, Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, Auckland, NeAV Zealand. 
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Fig. 1—Wings of Hydrellia tritici Coq. X 32. 

A. Normal wing. B. Brown’s Bay wing. 
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